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ROAD ACCIDENT! 


. One day, Tom was careless. He 
forgot his kerb-drill. He stepped 

off the pavement without looking to 
see if the road was clear. There was 
a squeal of tyres and a bump, and 
Tom lay in the road, hurt! 


The driver of the car, a lady who 
was passing by and a boy ran to 
help him. The lady took off her 


coat and spread it over him as he 
sat in the road. 
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Tom’s mother and the ambulance 
came at the same time. The ambulance- 
men looked at Tom. One of them drew 
Tom's mother aside. 


"He's got a badly grazed leg and I 
think his ankle may be broken,” he 
said. “But don't worry. We'll take 
him to the hospital. You come, too." 


The other ambulance man had put a 
bandage on Tom's leg. Then, together, 
the two men lifted him gently on to 
a stretcher and put him in the 
ambulance. Mother got in with him. 
They drove off to the Casualty 
Department at the hospital. 
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There, they carried him into a 
little room and laid him on a bed. 


Mother went into the waiting-room. 
There was a little café there where 
she could buy a cup of tea. 
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Two nurses came to attend to Tom. 
One was a *sister". She was in 
charge of all the other nurses. 


They were very kind and gentle. 
lom thought they looked very pretty 
in their clean white caps and aprons 
and their blue uniforms. 


Sister handled Tom very carefully 
so as not to hurt his leg. She washed 
the graze on his leg gently with soft 
cotton wool. Then he was wrapped 
cosily in warm blankets. 


Tom felt a little sleepy and very 
comfortable. 
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Soon, the doctor came to see Tom. 
The doctor was kind, too. He gave 
him a little injection, then felt his 
ankle with gentle hands. 


"We'll have an X-ray," he said. 


Tom was wheeled on a trolley to 
the X-ray room. Here there was a 
great deal of machinery. Tom was put 
on a table, and his leg was photo- 
graphed with a special camera. 


The photographs showed the bones 
in Tom's leg. They showed the 
doctor exactly where Tom's ankle 
was broken. 
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“Well soon have you in the 
theatre,” said the radiologist who 
was in charge of the camera. 


Tom wondered what she meant! 
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This is the theatre. Doctor and 
nurse are wearing masks so that they 
will not breathe 
germs on Tom. 


The doctor gave Tom another 
little injection. After this, he 
could not feel anything 
in his leg. 


When the doctor had strapped 
lom's broken ankle into the right 
position he was taken to the plaster- 
room. Here, a “‘plaster-technician”’ 
covered his ankle and part of his leg 
with white plaster. 


When the plaster dried, it hardened 
and held the ankle firmly in one 


position so that the broken bone could 
mend itself. 


Smiling cheerfully, Tom was taken 
in a wheel-chair back to his mother. 
Sister gave him some crutches, and 
Tom practised with them in the 
waiting-room. 
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Tom soon learned to move about 
quite easily on his crutches. Later 
on, Mother fitted an old slipper on 
his plastered foot, and he was able 
to hobble about with a stick. 


At first, Tom rather enjoyed 
stumping around, but he soon got 
tired of the hard plaster. But 
broken bones take time to mend, 
and it was seven weeks before the 
plaster was removed. 


For some time after the plaster 
was taken off Tom’s ankle was a 
little stiff, but it was soon as 
good as ever again. 
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“Hurrah! Back to football,” said 
Tom. *Hobbling about isn't much 
fun, and I won't forget my kerb- 
drill again." 
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Every large town has a Casualty 
Department as part of its hospital. 
These Casualty Departments are open 


all day and all night. 


There is one doctor in charge and 
usually two or three other doctors 
work with him. The Sister is in charge 
of the nurses, but she also has to 
take care of all the things they use 
in the Department. 


Clerks keep records of the patients’ 
names and what is the matter with 
them. Plaster-technicians, ambulance 
drivers and porters stand by ready 
for any emergency. 
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Ambulance Plaster- Ambulance 
man technician man 


Nurse Doctor Sister Radiologist 


These are the people who. helped To: 
in the Casualty Department. There are 
many more whom Tom. did not see. - 
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Casualty Departments deal with all 
accidents—accidents on the sports 
field, in factories, homes and schools 
—accidents everywhere. 


When there is an air-crash, a 
railway accident or a mine disaster, 
they do wonderful work, looking 
after the injured people. 
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THINGS TO DO 


. Write out this sentence and fill in the blanks: 


If I had to report an accident by telephone, I 
should dial, asm anGraskdon then 3 rJ 


service. 
. Write a story called, “When Billy broke his arm". 


. Make a list of the things which you think should 
be kept in a family first-aid kit. Compare your 
list with contents of a first-aid box. 


THINGS TO FIND OUT 


. Where is the Casualty Department nearest to 
your school? 


. Why did the lady put her coat over Tom when 
he lay in the road? (It was not raining.) 


. Why did the doctor wear a white coat when Tom 
was in the theatre? 


. Why is it important to keep a wound clean? 
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